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Villa R
A stem

s from
 the desire of M

O
R

Q
 clients to return to their roots in C

alabria w
ith the project of a sum

m
er retreat. They im

agined this 

retreat as a place of respite and reconnection; a place from
 w

hich to enjoy the virtues of their land in a w
ay that is harm

onious w
ith not only 

the landscape, but also the tradition of living in such a place. C
onceived as a "house that looks", Villa R

a is a com
pact structure punctuated by 

openings that fram
e the landscape. This w

as M
O

R
Q

 design intention; the idea that generated the project and held it accountable to the site. It is 

typical of a M
editerranean dw

elling, w
here the understanding of a relationship w

ith the place has a central role in the conception and expression 

of its outcom
e. As a result, the new

 dw
elling aim

s to be part of the landscape as a w
hole, as opposed to being an unrelated autonom

ous 

elem
ent. But rather than looking to form

ally m
im

ic the landscape in order to feel at ease w
ith the site, the project draw

s from
 the tradition of the 

Italian villa and the m
aterial tones of the land it sits on. Like traditional Italian villas, the design is based on an axial organization as its prim

ary 

ordering system
. This helps defining the project not only from

 an architectural sense but also in its program
m

atic arrangem
ent. The N

orth-

South axis organize a series of three spaces, offering differing levels of exposure to the site w
ith a gradual progression tow

ards the sea view. 

The sequence begins w
ith an enclosed entrance patio that acts as a buffer betw

een the landscape and the built fabric. Follow
ing the patio is 

the living room
 opening onto the portico, typical feature of the Italian villa inherently blurring the delineation betw

een indoor and outdoor. The 

second axis running East-W
est, organize sem

i-public to public to private spaces: nam
ely the kitchen, the living room

 and the sleeping quarters. 

At the intersection of these tw
o axis lies the living room

 at the heart of the house. G
rounded to the site not only by the tone of the plaster finish – 

traditional C
occiopesto – chrom

atically akin to the soil the project sits am
ongst a bed of crushed local stone that bleeds the thresholds further into 

the landscape. The im
m

ediate surroundings of the Villa unfold around existing granite boulders and O
ak trees. The lim

ited palette of m
aterials 

reveals the sim
ple geom

etry of the building and creates a visual and tactile continuity betw
een landscape and architecture.
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1. master bathroom 2. master bedroom 3. terrace
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1. entrance patio 

2. portico 

3. living room 

4. kitchen 

5. guest room 

6. bathroom

7. master bedroom 

8. master bathroom 

9. terrace

10. to the roof floor staircase

11. roof platform
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