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Cloister House, Perth,

Western Australia
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MORQ

Principal Architects - - Matteo Monteduro -
Emiliano Roia - Andrea Quagliola
Structural Engineering - - HERA Engineering
Contractor - - Subiaco Homes

Character of Space - -House

Building Area--200 m?

Principal Structure - - Concrete

Location- - Perth, Western Australia
Photos - - Givlio Aristide

Interview - - Rowena Liu
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Collator- - Rita Lee
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1. dining room 2. living room 3. courtyard 4. kitchen 5. bedroom
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Clients came to MORQ in search of a house in which they could feel a sense of refuge; somewhere to peacefully dwell for the coming
chapters of their life. Softly lit, relaxing, with a distinct presence. Generally speaking, the suburban fabric of Perth consists of single or double
story houses, situated in the middle of their lots. However, as land sizes decreased with suburban densification, and house sizes increasing,
this kind of centered lot-development results in strangled out-door spaces and wasted alleys flanking either side of the house. In order to
achieve a sense of privacy and respite from the surrounding suburban landscape MORQ decided the house should be enclosed, inward
looking and occupy the edges of the site. By turning our back on the suburban context, MORQ shield the occupants from the noisy street,
and create an inner sanctuary within. This new disposition of the house converts the wasted out-door flanking spaces into a valuable central
courtyard. The name, Cloister House, is not so much a typological reference to the cloister but instead a reference to the idea of an enclosure
and the creation of an inward and protected world. The courtyard is the heart of this house in every sense. It simultaneously orders program,
frames the rituals of its inhabitants, distributes light and facilitates ventilation all the while denying any reminder of the suburban context
beyond its massive walls. Constructed utilizing an ancient technique called pisé, rammed recycled concrete walls comprise the entire vertical
structure. Rough sawn red hardwood is oiled and used for the ceilings and joinery, and humble concrete pavers give a uniform rhythm to the
floor. These materials softly and subtly reflect the light that enters the courtyard and is chromatically filtered by the vegetation. Despite the
complexities, the project's response to both brief and context remains simple, and innate: the house is conceived as a solid enclosure ordered
around a central void. The daily life of a couple unfolds around the vegetated courtyard which offers openness to the surrounding spaces that
are in turn removed from their suburban context. The sense of enclosure is further supported by the materiality of the house. The use of only
few raw materials generates a harmonized background that places the emphasis on the space and the inhabitants' lives within.
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1. vestibule
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2. dining room
3. living room
4. kitchen

5. bedroom

6. bathroom

7. master bathroom

8. master bedroom

9. outdoor seating FmEE PLAN
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10. courtyard
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