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Pisé

C
lients cam

e to M
O

R
Q

 in search of a house in w
hich they could feel a sense of refuge; som

ew
here to peacefully dw

ell for the com
ing 

chapters of their life. Softly lit, relaxing, w
ith a distinct presence. G

enerally speaking, the suburban fabric of Perth consists of single or double 
story houses, situated in the m

iddle of their lots. H
ow

ever, as land sizes decreased w
ith suburban densification, and house sizes increasing, 

this kind of centered lot-developm
ent results in strangled out-door spaces and w

asted alleys flanking either side of the house. In order to 
achieve a sense of privacy and respite from

 the surrounding suburban landscape M
O

R
Q

 decided the house should be enclosed, inw
ard 

looking and occupy the edges of the site. By turning our back on the suburban context, M
O

R
Q

 shield the occupants from
 the noisy street, 

and create an inner sanctuary w
ithin. This new

 disposition of the house converts the w
asted out-door flanking spaces into a valuable central 

courtyard. The nam
e, C

loister H
ouse, is not so m

uch a typological reference to the cloister but instead a reference to the idea of an enclosure 
and the creation of an inw

ard and protected w
orld. The courtyard is the heart of this house in every sense. It sim

ultaneously orders program
, 

fram
es the rituals of its inhabitants, distributes light and facilitates ventilation all the w

hile denying any rem
inder of the suburban context 

beyond its m
assive w

alls. C
onstructed utilizing an ancient technique called pisé, ram

m
ed recycled concrete w

alls com
prise the entire vertical 

structure. R
ough saw

n red hardw
ood is oiled and used for the ceilings and joinery, and hum

ble concrete pavers give a uniform
 rhythm

 to the 
floor. These m

aterials softly and subtly reflect the light that enters the courtyard and is chrom
atically filtered by the vegetation. D

espite the 
com

plexities, the project's response to both brief and context rem
ains sim

ple, and innate: the house is conceived as a solid enclosure ordered 
around a central void. The daily life of a couple unfolds around the vegetated courtyard w

hich offers openness to the surrounding spaces that 
are in turn rem

oved from
 their suburban context. The sense of enclosure is further supported by the m

ateriality of the house. The use of only 
few

 raw
 m

aterials generates a harm
onized background that places the em

phasis on the space and the inhabitants' lives w
ithin.
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1. dining room 2. living room 3. courtyard 4. kitchen 5. bedroom
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1. vestibule 

2. dining room 

3. living room 

4. kitchen 

5. bedroom 

6. bathroom 

7. master bathroom 

8. master bedroom 

9. outdoor seating 

10. courtyard
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